AFTER   EVEREST
by their friends, to whom they introduced me as "a
medical missionary; medical, no doubt, but missionary
—we question it I"
Well, it takes all sorts to make a world. Nevertheless,
I cannot help thinking that such people do more harm
than good to the Kingdom of God, and when I hear objec-
tions to missions and missionaries, I am inclined to agree
with them heartily—-so far as that variety is concerned.
I am thankful to say, however, that this kind of missionary
belongs to a type which is rapidly dying out.
It is tragic that to a very large number of people Christi-
anity is mainly a code of laws—rather petty and un-
pleasant laws—combined with a system of dogma, rigid
and narrow in some respects, attributing to God the human
failings of jealousy and cruelty and a standard of justice
beside which that of Jeffreys seems lamb-like. That
way understood, the Christian religion will never solve
the problems of men and nations, nor make the old world
better and happier. " Christianity will never save the
world—but Christ can and does/' The greatest thing
about Christ was His love and sympathy and understand-
ing. Surely these qualities are the first that a missionary
should try to show in his or her life, both towards the natives
of the country in which he works and towards the natives
of his own country ? A planter who is a great friend of
mine once said to me : " I've come to the conclusion that
there is only one thing in one's life in a country like this
that really matters—-and that is that one should really
like people. If there are some you can't like, try to under-
stand them." Another of my friends once told me : " If
there is anyone whom I dislike, even though I may feel
him to be an utter outsider, I pray for him every day. If
you do this, you soon get an interest in the chap, and may
end up by liking him."
Some of us prefer one way; some the other. They
are both true, and it is especially noticeable in the East
how much ill-feeling and unhappiness are caused simply by
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